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bringing the heart of the church to the heart of the city
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We are on the verge of perhaps
the most exciting adventure of our
lives. In a few months, we will be
parents. AsI am writing this, there
is a little boy that is miraculously
being formed in Katheryn’s womb.
Even though we have yet to meet
him face to face, we already feel
like we are getting to know him.
Perhaps, he is getting to know us
as well. I've heard that babies
begin to pick up the rhythms and
structure of language by listening
to their parents’ voices while still
in the womb. In fact, they are
preprogrammed to learn language,
and he has a lot to learn. After he
is born, his little brain will work
overtime absorbing every sound
from the people around him. He
will begin to understand how those
sounds go together to form words.
Those words, strung together, will

have meanings. Ultimately, those
meanings will weave together to
form a worldview. This will be the
framework through which our child
will understand and interact with the

people and environment around him.

Like our little baby, we have a

big journey before us. Over the
past several years, we have been
learning the rhythms and structure
of our downtown community.
We’ve discovered that our initial
assumptions were shaped by

our own worldview and aren’t
necessarily “reality” for those
around us. Despite all that we've
learned, we have been but infants
in our understanding of the worlds
that many of our friends inhabit. In
order to better understand these
worlds, several friends from our
downtown community are helping
us as “culture guides.” These culture
guides are assisting us to see the
world through new eyes and hear the
world through new ears. They are
teaching us their social language.
We’ve spent hours sitting on the

)

ux Asbury Seminary’s Mentored Ministry Students =:: Thank

front porch discussing street
politics with a good friend who is
a ‘‘street culture expert.” We’'ve
had vigorous conversations in
coffee houses and around dinner
tables, working through cultural
and theological differences

and misunderstandings. We

are learning about important
values that people hold and

the ways that those values are
communicated. We are learning
various ways that people

grow as a community. We are
learning how people view God
and their understandings of

the Bible. We are gathering
more than just fragmented
information. Like a toddler,

we are tying these meanings
together to form a framework

of understanding. Through all
of this, we are learning how the
gospel has been received in
distorted ways, finding better
ways to communicate the gospel,
and learning how to equip the
church to be a more meaningful
presence in our community. In
this newsletter, we would like to
share some of the things that our
teachers have taught us.
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a systematic means

ity (2)

them used and understood by a commun

ining

and the methods of comb

tion,

ir pronuncia

the

: the words,

noun (1)

: the

(3)

or marks having understood meanings

gestures,

sounds,

of communicating ideas or feelings by the use of conventionalized signs,

[from the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionaryl

or conditions of associated ideas or feelings

actions,

suggestion by objects,
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Most people around here have at least heard of Jesus, and most of the older
residents are avid church goers. However, the Jesus understood on the
streets is not the Jesus we know. We know Jesus as God who walked among
people in the midst of their everyday lives. We know Him as One who was
“disrespected” and killed. We know Him as One who wasn’t afraid of or even
stopped by this level of violence and disrespect. We know Him as the One
to live again and to live in us, so that the destruction in our own lives
will also be overcome. Jesus is relational. We don’t just go to Him to
get quick fixes or to only get what we think we need of Him. However, this
relational Jesus is not known as well on the street. Jesus is in rehab.
Jesus provides lunch. Jesus comes to fix things, but He doesn’t understand,
and for many people He certainly doesn’t exist outside the walls of control
of the non-profits who talk about Him. He is a toll gate that you must enter
in order to get where you need to go. WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT: When a task-
oriented culture does ministry in a relationally oriented culture, the task
oriented people bring a “to do list” to fix things, so that is the only kind
of relationship people perceive they have with Jesus. But, Jesus came to be
the presence of God in relationship with His people. He came as brother. He
came as friend. TIf Jesus is truly God, then He must be felt walking on the
streets, and the Jesus we introduce must be One who is more than a toll gate,

more than the maintenance man of life. He must be the source of life itself.
SO NP RO VRN - - - T T T - - I -
= &2 2 % 3 £ F EEE S E S L L EEOE OGS
E £ 8 E °© 9 = = & & g 2 & = = sz
2 S o2 9 s 0w s S 2= 2 = E L8 & o3
On . S“dd p— o S w»n
2 S T § - S 5 &2 & o= 58 73 5 5B g E
f 5 82 8«2 5% % g 5 2 F 27 5 2 2
$ - 5 23S EEEEEL:s g3 R O2 <
g = &8 ¥ & ¢ xS 5 8 F 2% § 55 & 2 8 2
E 5 E B ® 9 2 o £ & T g & 9 « § § & £ 9
S 2 E ¥ g &8 £ £ E g g &8 e g g B E
& 5 2 & & g &8 § & 8 B 8§ § o £ & F @ T
anLae Sc lptaWt Q.mn
S - Uhm.lSkp [ I} S 9 » 3 =«
_— = - . o S = 9
= B o4 S S 5 2B g E =z 2 £ % E % oz
a.EOMaaOfmhaeekSSlt = . =
gmw.lleotwpm.lacmMWMMMh
£:?f 8958 ::24:823¢5¢
N~
i EEIEROEEE R D
- n - S 72}
S 2 ° o2& § § £S5 5 8 s -8 3 2 2 » % 8
I~y d”bﬁl%(we.mraeStmgann
g & £ =5 ¥ 2 =8 5 & 2 S =& ¥ 2 v o £ & =
2 2 8% 2 £ £ g 2 8 E Tt £ % g 5 % o %
2« 5 3 £ & @ 3 - £ T =z ¥ S T & B
7] S oL QO demr = - = «
£ E =~ = E g &€ » T & &8 &8 £ g 2 £ 2 £ &8 w
ﬁmenue.mmm.w.mcmewtebmh.m
2SS 585 5§ ¢ 5 gt FE g 245 2B
= X @ S = o
) P = - 85 9 g <& &= = = < = 2
£ =2 o ¥ H o £ ¥ a 5 - ° 8 5 2 =5 £ £
e = L —1 _ S e = T 7 B ™ R
dhwmhmmnm_.m.mWEMOmeenuam
eHWstTermpe%MﬂSawwmacmMe
= & 3 £ . &8 & g 2 § & & 2 2 . g £ 8 = =
E T T £ E2& 5% 2t 2258 E i
QD e ttp - = S .- CO o
o = |72] =T IR =R
S T ¢ £E 5 E B g § B 2T B2 o 2 8 3 oo o9
. =2 2 o @ W w9 0 =
S 3 =T » Z 8 H 5 = o £ &2 © E 5 & & 2
cbmmMﬂebwdwtm,aMS%ew
S T - 3 £ 5 S 2. & - g £ L g g 7 8w 5 o9
noe S = b = renrou_l_aek
- 8 8 ® & g 2 E - 2 KR £ E E =2 7 % 3 & S
S £ % g § S £ 8 2 2 % » 2 g 5 ¢ 2 g B
E = & 8 H & =« 8 & - 9w £ & - & & =8
E 2 < E £ £ S 0 3 B2 E 2 ¥ T E R w o4 =
2 = g TS = B e > o » & @»w & w S
@« & 8 3 5§ £ 8 2 & 3 ¢ <& E B 3 S = T 8
- o o E g = £ 8 ¢ g X8 g & £ S
2 E g £ 7 £ 35 g 2 % 52 s Ez: £ <55 5
- . 8 ©® = =8 S5 & & & £ & & ¢ 2 ¥ € 2 = B

*po309dsaISTP ST 9UO Ou OS ‘A3TIOY3ne JO SOTOI PIaYSTITgeasa 9yl ybnoayi Iom
031 MOy (g pue ‘pesu paaTtadiad e 3snl jou pue podu paiITsep © ST ATTeax 3T IT (e
SUTWISSP 03 AI3 PINOYS NOx -ATTwWeF 9yl UTYITM I9pTAOId Se STOI S,9UO0SWOS
309dsaISTP ued 3T poau A9yl NUTY3l nok osneosaq AJTweI v 03 aaInjTtuany buTath
'o1dwexs 104 *309dsaasTp ATTen3ioe ued Tnjyloadssl o 03 JIOPS UR SSWTIISWOS
INVIYOdWI SI SIHI ZXHM °TeATAINS JO 3nO papuewsp ST 3T ‘poSAIsassp 3ou sT
joadsay *A3TTTge3ls s,uosaad 9yl Jo A3ojes oyl sua3eaiyl eyl uUOT3eIOTA JO
UOT3O® 3D09ITP © ST 3T 9snedaq ‘qisa © ST 23T *(,ATInz3oadsaasTp po3zea2il,)
gIisape ue 30U ST 1231 *(,InJ3oadsaasTp 29 ©03,) ©SAT3IO9lpe ue 3jou ST 23T
*qI9A e ST 309dsaisSTQ °s3oadsaisTp 9ys/ay ‘(uoTjewIoFUuT TeTIUSPHUOD buTtaeys
‘soTTod 2y3z 03 TIeO ® ‘quounbie ue °*9°T) AJITTTge3S 3IeY3} SO3IRTOTA SUOSDUWOS
II *3o0adsax sAery nok ‘Toxjuodo IJopun pue ‘olgqeas ‘oFes ST burtyzhisas II
*sdTysuoT3elai pue sburTpunoxins ITayl Y3TMm sojelax uosiad © Moy Y3zTm Op O3
92JI0W pue STENPTATPUT OM3 UY3TM Op O3 SSOT ‘A3TTTQe3sS UY3TM Op O3 SI0W pue
we993S9 Y3TM Op O3 SSOT Sey 3T eyl bursuss aae am ‘I9asmoH cuosaad Iayjzoue
Jo A3TubTp °9yYy3 bHbuTzTubodsSI pur wWLS3SS puer Iouoy burtmoys se ,309dssi, poOulap
pey ©M °OSUSS OM SOOUSDIDPIP OY3l JFO LwWOosS aJIe 8I9Y 3Ing ‘sapItnb ain3zTnd Iano
yaTm buTrpuejlsIspun MauUu STY3l burlssl [ITIIS aIe SM °3OU IO SNI3 aIe Ssayouny
INO JT 9UTWISl3L9pP sn sdlay sopInb aaniTndo Ino Yy3jTtMm buryirer - sioqubrau ino Jo
swos ueyl ATJUSISJTIP 2IT DbuTupgsp o2I9M 92M IJT DHuTISpuom 33IelS oM PTIP AT3usdax
ATuo 2ang ‘Aousaxand 3e9913s 3JuezgodwT 3Jsow Syl sem 33doadsal eyl Mmauy oM

\3yads, -Ta\ D.QQ&‘WUKQL

Downtown Puise

Spring/Summer 2008; vol.3, issue 2



do you feel me?

T herafore, since we have a grear kigh priest
Wi har pacved thromgh dve hoavear, Jesrs
the How of God, fes wr Rold fast onr confesnion.
For we do pod loee a bhigh prien who carmard

with our woakmesser, bal Ooe whs
Irar been trmpied in all deirgy ax we are, pei
witham s, Therefore et ur drae mear with
confidence fo the throne of grace, so thai we
may recetve mercy and fiad grace to help fa
lme of meed. (Hebrews 4:04:06)

We hear, "D yom feal meT more and more often. H-‘._‘El:-'lhli
As people begin to share personal stories, ideas,
thoughts, and concems, they follow up with this
question. |t sounds somewhat forsign o o

Instead, we might ask, “Tioes that moke senseT” :;r_'hr-!*h
or “Dio you see whiat I'm saying? This is another

example of how lenguage bearning is so belpful Dizcover woys to disciple people
for us. The questions we are more likely 1o ask in relafiomal, experiantial. and
reflect cobiures where resson and vismalization somelimes Aliterate popeletions.
are primary ways of understanding the world.
Bwt the question, “Dio you feef meY” speals of &
world that is very emoticnal and experiestial. In
order to undersiand, one mnst feel what the other
is speaking of. As we commenicste our faith, it wesrsl Ihiemissioniacialy.ong
will be out of & sense of feeling, not rexson, wor

poiniimg to evidence of God that we can see, mar a '.Itl‘t Isl

Kingdom of God we can imagine.
Fartunately, oar (Rod i one whofeels us. The writer J i EII'I o ‘ Eiih;_&“gn“;%g

of Hebrews says that we “do not bave o high priest .

who caneol sympathize with our wesknesses™ lﬂl!:}ﬂﬂhﬂljﬂ?;;:i:
and in fsct has pone throogh the weny trinls we go nz{ldeuntoun

thromgh. Tn the Oild Testament, the priests were io wwwr. downbeumpalse. org
remain particulardy far from any kimd of phoysical

or sparitual inrwish. 1 thimk we often think of God as thet kind of preest, bai that is wot the
(Fod we mest on the strests of Jemsalkem.

§:;.' The Mission Socety

The God om the streets of Jermalem (and on the streets of Lexington) s & God who
lierally tomches the untonchable, feels them, heals them, and brings them back io Efe.
He is the one who lets a prostitole wash His feet with her hair and hertears. And while it
iz easy to see His example as & call for Christisns to anthemtically welcomse “pecple whi
are im really bad shape™ {and it most certaimly i), it dlso allows me o be honest abowt my
om hrokenmess.

We don't have to find & way b0 make Jesus' promises and love “make sense,”™ por do we
heve to wisualize for people the possitllity of His promises and bove for them to be real
for then We just need bo comemunicate that He feels us. He was “disrespected” unfuiry
10 many times bo mention. He ofien did mot know where His next meal would come
from or where He would sleep. He never had money in the bank or a stable retirement
portfolic. He literally sheorbed ithe violence of the mistrusting world aroend Him  And
He overcame it all, and Bved to tell the story, BEvery time ife comes from desth, T knowe
He feels ms. There is no sickness that can keep Him away. There is no din that He casmot




